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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 

CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SAM-01 NIC-01 OES-04 

10-10 SWF-01 EB-06 AGR-10 /092 W 

036965 

P 081116Z NOV 74 

FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8002 

UNCLAS ROME 15485 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER HENRY A.) 

SUBJ: MEDIA REACTION TO SECRETARY'S VISIT 

SUMMARY: SECRETARY KISSINGER'S VISIT TO ROME RECEIVED MAJOR 
PLAY ALL MEDIA. ALTHOUGH VISIT TOOK PLACE DURING CRITICAL 
TIME IN ITALIAN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS AND AGAINST BACKDROP OF 
STRIDENT ACCUSATIONS IN LEFTIST PRESS OF ALLEGED AMERICAN 
INTERFERENCE, MEDIA REACTION WAS STRONGLY POSITIVE IN NON- 
COMMUNIST MEDIA. COMMUNIST REACTION WAS GENERALLY MORE 
DEFENSIVE THAN PUGNACIOUS. NON-COMMUNIST PRESS AND 
GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED RADIO AND TV STATION MINIMIZED IMPACT 
OF LEFT-ORGANIZED DEMONSTRATIONS. 

WFC SPEECH WELL RECEIVED BY NON-COMMUNIST PRESS WITH GENERAL 
TONE OF COVERAGE POSITIVE AND FACTUAL. LEFTIST PRESS CRITI- 
CIZED US POSITION RE WORLD FOOD PROBLEMS. SECURITY MEASURES 
NOTED, SOMETIMES TERMED EXCESSIVE. END SUMMARY. 

1. SECRETARY'S ROME VISIT WAS TREATED BY TV AND RADIO AS 

A MAJOR EVENT. ALL TV AND RADIO NEWSCASTS, WHICH FOR WEEKS 
HAVE BEEN EXTENSIVELY AND PROMINENTLY DEVOTED TO ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT CRISIS, COVERED VISIT AND WFC ADDRESS AS MAIN 
ITEM. COVERAGE WAS FACTUAL BUT FRIENDLY. IMPACT OF LEFTIST 
DEMONSTRATIONS WAS MINIMIZED AND CHARGES OF INTERFERENCE IN 
ITALIAN INTERNAL SITUATION WERE REJECTED. 
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2. CONSERVATIVE /IL TEMPO/, /LANAZIONE/ AND /IL RESTO DEL 
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CARLINO/, CENTRIST /LA STAMPA/ AND /IL GIORNALE/, AND CENTER- 
LEFT /CORRIERE DELLA SERA/ EXPRESSED STRONG CRITICISM OF ANTI- 
DISSINGER DEMONSTRATIONS. /IL RESTO DEL CARLINO/ PUBLISHED 
NOV. 3 EDITORIAL SIGNED BY MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATION PRETI 
UNDER PEN NAME EXPRESSING DEEP REGRET FOR PLANNED ANTI- 
KISSINGER DEMONSTRATIONS, AND ALONG EITH /IL GIORNALE/ 

DREW COMPARISONS BETWEEN ITALIAN LEFTIST ATTITUDE AND THAT OF 
COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, WHERE SECRETARY HAS BEEN WELCOMED. 

3. /LA STAMPA/ CAUTIOUS ATTITUDE BEFORE ARRIVAL CHANGED TO MORE 
POSITIVE TONE DURING VISIT AND WFC SPEECH WAS PRAISED AS 
"REALISTIC, AS USUAL." SECRETARY WAS PRAISED AS THE "ONLY 
WESTERN LEADER ABLE TO THIND IN GLOBAL TERMS ABOUT A GLOBAL 
CRISIS... "IF THIS IS IMPERIALISM, WE HAVE SEEN WORSE EXAMPLES." 

4. /CORRIERE DELLA SERA/ DOMESTIC AFFAIRS ANALYST ALT A VILLA 
DESCRIBED SECRETARY'S REMARKS TO GOI OFFICIALS AS "MORE DISCRE- 
ET" THAN WHEN HE SPOKE BEFORE US SENATE COMMITTEE. 

5. LEFT-OF-CENTER /IL GIORNO/ EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING FOR 
SECRETARY'S REMARK THAT ITALIAN POLITICS ARE DIFFICULT TO 
UNDERSTAND AND BLAMED ITALIANS FOR POLITICAL CONFUSION. 

6. SOCIALIST PARTY ORGAN /A V ANTI/ REJECTED CHARGES OF HAVING 
FAVORED ANT-KISSINGER DEMONSTRATIONS, BUT CRITICIZED WFC 
SPEECH AS "A MONOLOGUE" LACKING IN AMREICAN SELF-CRITICISM. 

PAPER STRESSED ITALY'S RIGHT TO INDEPENDENT STANCE WITHIN 
GENERAL FRAMEWORK BY ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. 

7. CENTER-LEFT /IL MESSAGGERO'S/ COVERAGE OF EVENTS WAS EXTENSIVE, 
STRESSING EXCEPTIONAL SECURITY MEASURES. CHIEF EDITOR'S 
EDITORIAL TOOK THIRD WORLD POSITION, EMPHASIZING ITALY'S 
INDEPENDENCE FROM MILITARY ALLIANCES. 

8. COMMUNIST /PAESE SERA/ AND /L'UNITA'/ PROMOTED RALLIES AS 
ASSERTION OF ITALIAN INDEPENDENCE FROM FOREIGN INTERFERENCES, 
BUT DISSOCIATED THEMSELVES FROM EXTREMIST DEMONSTRATIONS. 

BOTH STRESSED THAT RALLIES WERE NOT AIMED AT SECRETARY'S 
RIGTH TO VISIT ITALY, BUT AS WARNING AGAINST ANY US INTERNAL 
INTERFERENCE. SPEECH WAS RECEIVED BY /UNITA'/ AS LACKING 
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EFFECTIVE THERAPY FOR CRISIS. /PAESE SERA/ SAID SECRETARY 1 
POSITION WAS BASED ON "OLD-FASHIONED ANTI-COMMUNISM." PAPER 
DECRIED US TENDENCY TO "INTERVENE HEAVILY IN ITALIAN AFFAIRS," 

BUT ADMITTED POSSIBILITY OF AMERICAN AID TO ITALY WITHOUT 
POLITICAL STRINGS ATTACHED.VOLPE 
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